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Callie Fronczak, Safe Routes to School, Mesa County
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The Rocky Mountain Elementary School Walk Audit was held on October 13, 2016,
during the 3:50 afternoon departure. Principal Patti Virden indicated this was a typical
end of day. About 475 students attend Rocky Mountain Elementary School this year. In
2015-2016, 93.3% of the students qualified for Free and Reduced Lunch. There is only
one bus, which is for students with special needs. In her administration survey, the
principal reported that the school does have a team that meets regularly to consider
school safety, that they have identified route improvements and traffic control measures,
but that they do not have funding for their improvements. There is no annual count of
how children get to and from school. The principal is concerned about the area’s high
crime rate, which she says discourages some parents from having their kids walk or
bike to school; vehicles traveling at excessive speeds in the school zone; and drivers
parking where they should not.
Audit team members fanned out around the school to observe the flow of bus and car
traffic, with an eye to the safety and convenience of walking and biking from school.
The audit team members were stationed to observe:
● The pick-up and drop-off zone
● The Special Needs buses on 32 ½ Rd.
● The west entrance to parking and crosswalk
● The intersection of D ½ Rd. and 32 ½ Rd.
● The exit of the drop-off/pick-up loop on 32 ½ Rd.
The school has teachers guard students’ security and safety after school. All teachers
are to come out of the building after school to keep students safe and observant of the
school rules (such as walking bikes on campus). Crossing guards are at 32 ½ and D ½
on west side crossing south, on 32 ½ Rd. at Stepping Stone Court, and at the exit of the
pick-up/drop-off area on D ½ Rd.
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Rocky Mountain Elementary School uses their website to educate drivers about pick-up,
drop-off, and parking policies. According to Principal Virden, it has been very difficult to
get drivers to cooperate with staff and to follow procedures and even traffic laws, which
was observed during the audit. The school restricts use of the parking lot to staff,
visitors, and those with handicap passes. Drop-off and pick-up are on the loop accessed
from D ½ Rd. Drivers are asked to park only on D ½ Rd. or 32 ½ Rd. and not in
crosswalks or in the bus zone on 32 ½ Rd. Drivers picking up students do park in the
parking lot, and do park illegally as well.
The bike racks at Rocky Mountain Elementary School have 156 spaces for bikes, which
exceeds the standard of one space per five students. On this day, there were only 15
bikes in the racks and two scooters. None of the kids who left on bikes wore helmets.
Observations/comments:
The following observations and comments regarding the departure from school were
made by members of the audit team and the school principal.
Walkers/Bikers:
● General
○ Crossing guard stationed at 32 ½ Rd. and D ½ Rd. on west side to cross
north-south, where there is a timed traffic signal. This is not the closest
intersection to the school, so drivers who park on the south side of D ½
Rd. have to make
three street
crossings to walk
from the school to
their cars.
○ There are few
warning lights
approaching the
school.
○ No bike route
marked. Parked
cars line D ½ Rd.
and 32 ½ Rd.,
where bike lanes
could be striped.
Figure 1: Parents park on the south side of D 1/2
Rd and walk across the road.
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○ Pedestrians/bicyclists are not visible with the amount of traffic and parked
vehicles.
○ Bike parking at the school is ample and underutilized.
○ Handicap accessible curb is missing on southeast corner of 32 ½ Rd. and
D ½ Rd.
● 32 ½ Rd.
○ Crossing guard at 32 ½ Rd. kept kids crossing after light changed.
○ Parents jay-walk with their children across 32 ½ Rd. to get to cars parked
on west side of 32 ½ Rd.
○ Drivers also park in Stepping Stone Ct. across 32 ½ Rd., which causes a
back-up when cars are exiting this cul-de-sac and the visitor parking lot at
the same time, and causes a line of sight issue for people using the
crosswalk.
● D ½ Rd
○ No sidewalk on south side of D ½ Rd.
○ Vehicles speed along D ½ Rd.
○ Adults and students jaywalk across D ½ Rd.
Drop-off/Pick-up Area:
● Congestion on D ½ Rd.
● Cars park on D ½ Rd., near the
parent pick-up entrance to the
east and west, making it hard to
see to make a left turn onto D
½ Rd.
● Cars parked in front of the fire
hydrant.
● No signage to prevent parking
near pick-up loop exit to D ½
Rd.
● No handicap access ramps in
west student pick-up area.
● One handicap access ramp in
east student pick-up area.
● Crossing guard tells people to
move away from pick-up loop
exit to D ½ Rd., but they
disregard her and leave their
Figure 2: Vehicles park in front of the fire
cars anyway.
hydrant.
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● Illegal U-turns on D ½ Rd. when cars leave pick-up area.
● Drivers park illegally despite “No Parking” signs.
Parking Lot:
● Parents park in visitor parking lot to pick up kids.
● Observed several parents walking kids over berm to parking lot.
● Pedestrian and bike routes are separated from parking lot by sidewalks.
● Students exiting drop-off/pick-up areas are not protected from other vehicles.
● Posted signs say “Visitor Only”, “Handicap”, ”Permit Parking Only.”
● Traffic/speed control measure is a speed bump.
Bus loading zone:
● Only bus is 1 ADA bus.
● Bus is parked in crosswalk.
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Suggested Solutions:
Location of
Interest

Obstacle

Proposed Solutions

Responsible Parties

General

Information sharing of
available resources
(Safe Routes to
school maps and
WebApp);
promotional ideas
about getting kids to
walk and bike to
school.

Link on school website with
pertinent information
including SRTS maps.

School administration, SRTS
personnel, parent involvement
groups, school safety teams.

General

Parents and kids may
not grasp the benefits
of healthy
transportation to
school.

Program to encourage
walking and biking for health
and independence.

School administration

Crossing Guards

Inadequate signs and
vests for crossing
guards and staff who
help pedestrians and
cyclists safely cross
lanes of traffic.

Crossing guards need Class
A, Level 2 vests and bigger
signs

SRO; District 51 Administration

General

None of the kids who
left on bikes wore
helmets.

Educate about helmet safety.
Promote helmet acquisition
through Safe Routes to
School program.

School administration; Safe
Routes to School Program

General

Kids rode bikes in
middle of the road.

Educate students about
biking safety -- where to ride,
how to stay safe around
cars. Host Safe Routes to
School PE unit and bike
rodeo.

School administration; Safe
Routes to School Program

D ½ Rd.

Vehicles park too
close to the parking
lot driveway, resulting
in poor visibility.
Congestion pollutes
the air.

Put out cones; paint the
curbing; or install “No
parking” signage.

School administration; District 51;
Mesa County

D ½ Rd.

Pedestrians (parents,
students) and
bicyclists are
crossing D ½ Rd. in
between parked cars
and jaywalking.

Educate families about using
the crosswalk. Evaluate
option of an additional
crosswalk across D ½ and
32 ½ Rd.

Mesa County
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D ½ Rd.

Parents park in visitor
parking lot to pick up
kids.

Promote walking and biking
to school.

School administration

D ½ Rd.

Speeding along D ½
Rd. makes parents
cautious about
having their kids walk
and bike to school.

Evaluate existing school
zone, possibly add more
warning lights approaching
the school zone.

Mesa County

32 ½ Rd.

Crosswalk has limited
visibility due to bus.

Bus to pull further forward.

School administration

32 ½ Rd.

Parents jay-walk with
their children across
32 ½ Rd. to get to
cars parked on west
side of 32 ½.

School administration to
continue their efforts to
educate parents about
safety.

School administration

32 ½ Rd. and D ½
Rd.

The crossing guard
helps pedestrians
and bicyclists cross
when the signal
changes.

Review and increase
pedestrian signal time.

Mesa County

32 ½ Rd.

Drivers park in
Stepping Stone Ct.
and walk to pick-up
children, which leads
to congestion as they
try to turn onto 32 ½
Rd. The result is
polluted air from the
congestion, and
difficulties at the
crosswalk.

Promote walking and biking
to school. Educate parents
about where to park.

School administration; PE teacher;
Health Assistant
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Best Practices:
● “Children Breathing - No Idle Zone” = Engines off sign (e.g. West MS photos)
● Pick-up/Drop-off areas by grade (e.g. Bookcliff MS, Pear Park ES). This may
create a safer situation for walkers and bikers.
● Crossing guard gathers kids by school for crossing busy street (e.g. Mesa View
ES)
● Crossing guards have standard stop signs, and Class A, Level 2 vests.
● Crossing guards are well trained -- on site training available (e.g. Chipeta report
for more on this). Crossing guards need to be paid to take the training.
● Take the time to teach parents how to go through pick-up/drop-off process
correctly. (e.g. Bookcliff MS)
● Teach kids to wear helmets.
● Having staff and faculty outside the building at the beginning and the end of day.
(e.g. West MS, Rocky Mountain ES)
● Clear and predictable flow of traffic through parking lots. (e.g. Bookcliff MS)
● The Health Assistant and PE teachers are active in promoting healthy
transportation to and from school. (e.g. Mesa View ES)
● Hosting a bike rodeo and teaching the bike safety and skills unit in PE.
● Crossing guards shouldn’t be teachers or other staff who can’t get to their
stations in time. (e.g. Tope ES, where the PTO pays crossing guards, and
“specials” teachers also have duty)
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Walk Route Maps

Rocky Mountain Elementary School
Walk Route Map Summary

Least Favored - 4
Not Favored - 3
Favored - 2
Most Favored - 1

1-Mile Radius

2-Mile Radius

~ 220 street crossings

~220 street crossings

Length
12.3
7.4
11.9
2.1
33.8

Percent
36%
22%
35%
6%
100%

Length
15.6
14.2
11.8
1.0
42.6

Key to Walk Route Map Ratings:

Percent
37%
33%
28%
2%
100%

SRTS 2016 - Rocky Mtn Elementary
Path Ratings within 1 & 2 Mile Radii
Fruitvale

Legend
Most favored

Not favored

Crosswalk

Favored

Least favored

1 Mile Radius

Clifton

1 Mile R a dius

Rocky Mountain Elem

Taylor

Chatfield

Mesa
View

Classroom Tallies

Student Travel Tally Report: One School in One Data Collection Period
School Name: Rocky Mountain Elementary School

Set ID: 22436

School Group: Mesa County Valley School District 51

Month and Year Collected: October 2016

School Enrollment: 0

Date Report Generated: 01/03/2017

% of Students reached by SRTS activities:

Tags:

Number of Classrooms
Included in Report: 5
This report contains information from your school's classrooms about students' trip to and from school. The data used in this
report were collected using the in-class Student Travel Tally questionnaire from the National Center for Safe Routes to School.

Morning and Afternoon Travel Mode Comparison

Morning and Afternoon Travel Mode Comparison
Number
of Trips

Walk

Bike

School
Bus

Family
Vehicle

Carpool

Transit

Other

Morning

187

43%

5%

0%

50%

0.5%

0%

0.5%

Afternoon

182

37%

6%

0%

55%

0%

0%

1%

Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.
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Morning and Afternoon Travel Mode Comparison by Day

Morning and Afternoon Travel Mode Comparison by Day
Number of
Trips

Walk

Bike

School Bus

Family
Vehicle

Carpool

Transit

Other

Tuesday AM

105

29%

7%

0%

63%

1.0%

0%

1.0%

Tuesday PM

101

29%

7%

0%

62%

0%

0%

2%

Wednesday AM

82

62%

4%

0%

34%

0%

0%

0%

Wednesday PM

81

48%

5%

0%

47%

0%

0%

0%

Thursday AM

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

Thursday PM

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.
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Travel Mode by Weather Conditions

Travel Mode by Weather Condition
Weather
Condition

Number
of Trips

Walk

Bike

School
Bus

Family
Vehicle

Carpool

Transit

Other

Sunny

245

46%

6%

0%

48%

0%

0%

0.4%

Rainy

0

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

Overcast

84

27%

8%

0%

64%

0%

0%

0%

Snow

0

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.
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Parent Surveys

Parent Survey Report: One School in One Data Collection Period
School Name: Rocky Mountain Elementary School

Set ID: 15797

School Group: Mesa County Valley School District 51

Month and Year Collected: October 2016

School Enrollment: 0

Date Report Generated: 12/30/2016

% Range of Students Involved in SRTS: Don't Know

Tags:

Number of Questionnaires Distributed: 0

Number of Questionnaires
Analyzed for Report: 100

This report contains information from parents about their children's trip to and from school. The report also reflects parents'
perceptions regarding whether walking and bicycling to school is appropriate for their child. The data used in this report were
collected using the Survey about Walking and Biking to School for Parents form from the National Center for Safe Routes to School.

Sex of children for parents that provided information
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Grade levels of children represented in survey

Grade levels of children represented in survey

Grade in School

Responses per
grade
Number

Percent

Kindergarten

26

26%

1

19

19%

2

22

22%

3

11

11%

5

22

22%

No response: 0
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.

Page 2 of 13

Parent estimate of distance from child's home to school

Parent estimate of distance from child's home to school
Distance between
home and school

Number of children

Percent

Less than 1/4 mile

45

48%

1/4 mile up to 1/2 mile

14

15%

1/2 mile up to 1 mile

24

26%

1 mile up to 2 miles

6

6%

More than 2 miles

4

4%

Don't know or No response: 7
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.
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Typical mode of arrival at and departure from school

Typical mode of arrival at and departure from school

Time of Trip

Number
of Trips

Walk

Bike

School
Bus

Family
Vehicle

Carpool

Transit

Other

Morning

100

23%

4%

0%

71%

2%

0%

0%

Afternoon

100

22%

11%

0%

62%

4%

0%

1%

No Response Morning: 0
No Response Afternoon: 0
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.
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Typical mode of school arrival and departure by distance child lives from school

Page 5 of 13

Typical mode of school arrival and departure by distance child lives from school
School Arrival

Distance

Number
within
Distance

Walk

Bike

School
Bus

Family
Vehicle

Carpool

Transit

Other

Less than 1/4 mile

45

40%

4%

0%

51%

4%

0%

0%

1/4 mile up to 1/2 mile

14

14%

14%

0%

71%

0%

0%

0%

1/2 mile up to 1 mile

24

4%

0%

0%

96%

0%

0%

0%

1 mile up to 2 miles

6

17%

0%

0%

83%

0%

0%

0%

More than 2 miles

4

0%

0%

0%

100%

0%

0%

0%

Don't know or No response: 7
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.
School Departure

Distance

Number
within
Distance

Walk

Bike

School
Bus

Family
Vehicle

Carpool

Transit

Other

Less than 1/4 mile

45

40%

20%

0%

38%

2%

0%

0%

1/4 mile up to 1/2 mile

14

7%

14%

0%

79%

0%

0%

0%

1/2 mile up to 1 mile

24

4%

0%

0%

92%

4%

0%

0%

1 mile up to 2 miles

6

17%

0%

0%

50%

17%

0%

17%

More than 2 miles

4

0%

0%

0%

100%

0%

0%

0%

Don't know or No response: 7
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.
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Percent of children who have asked for permission to walk or bike to/from school by distance
they live from school

Percent of children who have asked for permission to walk or bike to/from school by distance
they live from school
1/4 mile
up to 1/2
mile

1/2 mile
up to 1
mile

1 mile up
to 2 miles

More
than 2
miles

Asked Permission?

Number of Children

Less than
1/4 mile

Yes

66

81%

64%

75%

83%

0%

No

24

19%

36%

25%

17%

100%

Don't know or No response: 10
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.
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Issues reported to affect the decision to not allow a child to walk or bike to/from school by
parents of children who do not walk or bike to/from school

Issues reported to affect the decision to allow a child to walk or bike to/from school by
parents of children who already walk or bike to/from school
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Issues reported to affect the decision to allow a child to walk or bike to/from school by
parents of children who already walk or bike to/from school

Issue

Child does not walk/bike to
school

Child walks/bikes to
school

Violence or Crime

66%

33%

Amount of Traffic Along Route

54%

27%

Speed of Traffic Along Route

52%

27%

Distance

50%

67%

Safety of Intersections and Crossings

50%

67%

Weather or climate

50%

40%

Adults to Bike/Walk With

43%

20%

Sidewalks or Pathways

23%

60%

Time

23%

47%

Convenience of Driving

20%

7%

Crossing Guards

16%

53%

Child's Participation in After School
Programs

11%

20%

Number of Respondents per Category

56

15

No response: 29
Note:
--Factors are listed from most to least influential for the 'Child does not walk/bike to school' group.
--Each column may sum to > 100% because respondent could select more than issue
--The calculation used to determine the percentage for each issue is based on the 'Number of Respondents per Category'
within the respective columns (Child does not walk/bike to school and Child walks/bikes to school.) If comparing percentages
between the two columns, please pay particular attention to each column's number of respondents because the two numbers
can differ dramatically.
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Parents' opinions about how much their child's school encourages or discourages walking
and biking to/from school

Parents' opinions about how much fun walking and biking to/from school is for their child
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Parents' opinions about how healthy walking and biking to/from school is for their child
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Comments Section
SurveyID

Comment

1493747

When student wakes with enough time, cue ride/walk to school. Safety is a huge concern to allow
student to go alone.

1493739

Cross guards need to be on-time. We need more school zone signs on 32 1/2 and white avenue and
Rood and Main. And "children playing" - slow down signs

1493749

My children walk or ride bikes together. Together in groups is safer!

1493750

My child walks with sibling/friends, takes same route to and from in allotted time. Has earned the
responsibility and is consistent.

1493753

The traffic situation mostly after school is just flat out ridiculous. Cars everywhere people and kids
everywhere even just running across the street anywhere and in front of cars. It's not safe for anyone!
There needs to be more organization!

1493754

The traffic situation mostly after school is just flat out ridiculous. Cars everywhere people and kids
everywhere even just running across the street anywhere and in front of cars. It's not safe for anyone!
There needs to be more organization!

1493774

This is not a safe neighborhood. My child will not be walking or riding a bike alone.

1493812

Because of the world we live in. I don't feel comfortable letting my child walk/ride bike from/to school
without adult's. Because of having to work we don't.

1493819

I walk my daughter to school and she walks [unreadable...] only live 2 blocks away from school.

1493827

I think the question directly above is in unfair categories. I graduated technical school and the answer
looks like I dropped out of college. Seems unfair.

1493830

Al rocojer y desar alos ninos. Que no dejen pasar al parkiadero no aparkiarse sino y nada mas abajar al
nino(a) del carro y retirarse las ke podemos ajerlo no parkirse denro mas de minutos.

1493740

I would allow my child to walk or ride bike to/from school if there was an adult present. But I also have
to be at work right after drop off so we don't.

1493743

Traffic school is all over. There is no organization, no control and it's dangerous not only for kids but
adults as well. People just run out across the road without regard to cars. There needs to be much more
control and organization.

1493770

My child walks/rides with friends and sibling takes some route to and from in allowed time and is
responsible enough to do so.

1493815

School has been on lockdown multiple times this year - once that prevented me from picking my son up.
We not feel safe having him walk.

1493826

I am lucky the walk is very short and grandparents help out. I can see where there would be issues if the
distance were greater (as it will be for middle school).

1493742

There are to many pedophiles in the Clifton area for me to feel comfortable in letting my child wlak to
school and no one is making sure that there are so speeders! Ever
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1493787

There has been weird things like shootings happen in Clifton and random guy taking pictures of kids.
Now and days doesn't seem safe anymore.

1493817

The main reason my daughter does not walk to school is because of her mental problems. Otherwise I
would let her walk to school now.

1493825

We live on 32 and E Road. I will drive lydia to school. It is too far for Lydia to walk.

1493748

My grandson has health issues. There are times his blood sugar drops and he's weak, so it would not be
feasable for him to walk to and from school. I myself cannot walk that far.

1493829

We live too far from the school for me to ever feel safe allowing him to walk/bike to school. The would
even have to cross over the railroad tracks which I am just not ok with.

1493798

My son goes to RME because his dad is a teacher there.

1493804

The neighborhood around Rocky Mountain is very unsafe for children to be walking without adult
supervision.

1493799

Unhealthy because it's too dangerous. Between our home and the school there are too many homes,
apartments and traffic is very heavy. It is not safe. High crime area, and sex offenders.

1493837

Mi hija no sabe andar en bicicleta

1493838

El peligro que corre (6 grado) x el cruce de la luz y tanto trafico al salir de la escuela x eso no estoy de
acuerdo que valla en bicileta.
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